The bad news is this… on November 25, 2010, the Niagara Regional Police announced the closure of the Niagara Regional Mounted Police (NRMP) unit due a decision made by upper governing administrations to halt funding.  

Constable Ron Derksen of the NRMP (Special Investigation) initiated this NRMP unit in 2008 to serve as an “active duty” policing entity for the citizens across the entire region of Niagara. The initiative of this policing service is no longer a “ceremonial” entity of the policing unit, as it was in the past; rather, it is now an integral way of carrying out practical and serious police duties and law enforcement. The two massive Percheron (draught) horses, “Brock” and “Juno” have been specially selected and trained to help secure an incident – everything from crowd control to monitoring recreational events. The horses possess a powerful and convincing way of communicating the message of the police when it is necessary for them to take control of a dangerous or potentially dangerous situation.  The horses are a more manoeuvrable resource in crowded city streets than are patrol cars. (Might I add that this mode of transportation is also ecologically friendly!)      

Considered by law every bit as much an officer as their human partners, Brock and Juno assist Constables Derksen and Michener to thwart criminal activities, patrol our streets to maintain a safe and orderly environment, make police officers more approachable and protect the citizens of Niagara on a daily basis. There are several specific incidents that these officers and their horses have successfully quelled together that would have required significant numbers of foot patrol officers to subdue. Let’s face it, arguing with an officer mounted on a 2000 pound animal of pure muscle, mind and manoeuvrability is intimidating for unruly citizen(s)!
What is equally regretful that there is a very real chance that officers Derksen and Michener - who have put blood, sweat and tears into training these horses to be viable police animals – may have their horses taken away from them. There is a deep-rooted connection and bond between each horse-human partner (which would be similar to the bond between police officers and their duty animal of the canine unit). The horse-human partners come to know and understand one another. Both have a sense of duty, loyalty – and a personal attachment. To Brock and Juno, Constables Derksen and Michener are the people they have grown to know, respect and trust – with their lives.  

Sadly, if the NRMP is not be reinstated quickly, there may be little option of Brock and Juno to remain with Constables Derksen and Michener. The horses may be given away to other mounted police units, or may be sold at auction – both these options are wrong for both the officers and their horses, who are a team.   

If, like us, you agree that the Niagara Regional Mounted Police unit is a viable and important resource in Niagara’s policing services and you recognize that the decision to disband this unit has not been the choice of the citizens, but rather “the powers that be” there are steps you must take toward the goal of immediately reinstating the NRMP. You should contact one or more of the following with your complaint: the Mayor, the Niagara Regional Police, the Police Services Board and the Chief of Police. 

Further, you need to SIGN a petition to this fact. Watch for petitions which will be present at key locations throughout the Niagara Region. There is a Petition on Facebook; however, original, handwritten signatures hold far more weight than computerized signatures.     

Only we, the citizens, have the power to take back and preserve what is rightfully ours, the NRMP!    

